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On Dec. 1, the Village of Edwards Dissolution Committee
Will Hold Its Official Public Hearing for the Community

Will Overview Study & Present Plan for Dissolving the Village

Village of Edwards, NY -~ Nozember 10, 2010 — In thtee weeks members of the Edwards
community will have their final opportunity to provide input to the Committee that has been
studying dissolving the Village of Edwards. ‘

(n- Dec. 1, the Village of BEdwards Dissolution Study Committee will hold its official public
hearing on its study and draft dissoludon plan. The public heaning will be at 7 pan. at the
Edwards Town Hall, 161 Main Street.

“Tollowing the official public hearing, the Committee will make any needed final changes to the
dissolution plan,” said Chrs Averill, Committee Chair. “We anticipate submitting our final
report, which will encompass both the study and plan, w the Village Board by mid-December.
At that point it will be up to the boatd to take steps to put the issue befote Village voters.”

Averill said, “We encourage community tesidents to take the opportunity to learn about key
study findings and our proposed dissolution plan. Come to the public hearing and also check
out the project website, www.cgr.org/edwards, whete the Committee’s Draft Report is posted.”

Highlights of the Draft Report (with fiscal projections based on current budget information)
follow, -

e There will be no change in services if the Village is dissolved. Village watet, scwer and

street lighting will become Town special distdct costs. Other key Village services,
including clerk/admnistradon and code enforcement, will be provided by the Town

¢ Village board of trustees and mayor positions will be eliminated. Water and sewer billing
and code enforcement duties will be folded into the Town’s responsibiliics,

& All but $2,500 in corrent Village revenues will become Town revenues.
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¢ Dissolving the Village should make the Village eligible for additional state inccn_tivcs that
would result in new money for the community. The cutrent projection 1s for an
addidonal $84.908 in state Aid and Incentive to Municipalities funding, This amount ts

referzed 10 as “new AIM,” and is a recurring benefit, rather than a one-year benefit,
utider current state law.

*  Whether or not new AIM is factored in, taxpayers in both the Village and Town-outside-
Village would see lower tax rates, based on cutrent projections.

o Village property: The current combined Village and Town tax rate, which 15
$14.13 per $1,000 assessed value, 15 projected 1o drop to $11.61 without new
AIM and to $9.98 with new AIM, assuming 100% of the incentive 15 used to
reduce property taxes. The projected reductions include the proposed special
district tax for street lighting,

o Town-outside-Village property: The cutrent combined Town and TOV rax
rate is $10.37 per $1,000 assessed value. The rate would drop to §10.31 withour
new AIM and o $8.68 with new AIM if all of the state incentive was used toward
teducing property taxes.

‘The dissolution study, which is funded by a state grant, has been underway since eatly summer.
After receiving the Committee’s Final Report, the Village Board anticipates taking steps to put
the question of dissolving the Village before voters on March 15, 2011. If Village of Edwards
voters approve dissolution, it would rake effect on Dec. 31, 2012.

Study Committee membets ate:
Village of Edwards: Chris Avetill and Amber Drew
Fown of Ldwatds: Mandy Fuller and Jennifer Hotaling
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